Secrets of Harmony Grove
by Mindy Starns Clark

About the Book

From the bestselling author of Shadows of Lancaster County comes an exciting new
romantic mystery set in Amish country.

Sienna Collins, owner of the Harmony Grove Bed & Breakfast in Lancaster County,
Pennsylvania, learns that she is under investigation by the federal government for crimes
she knows nothing about. A few hours later she finds her ex-boyfriend, Troy, dead, and
her life and livelihood begin to spin wildly out of control. She begins to doubt everyone
around her, even the handsome detective assigned to the case.

As Sienna tries to clear her name, she is forced to depend on her faith, the wisdom of the
Amish, and the insight of the man she has recently begun dating. She’ll need all the help
she can get, because the secrets she uncovers in Harmony Grove end up threatening not
just her bed-and-breakfast, but also her credibility, her beliefs, and ultimately her life.

Praise for the Book

“Secrets of Harmony Grove by Mindy Starns Clark gave me the shivers...hang
tight and dive into this latest gripping and heart-pounding suspense novel from

Clark.”
—Five Star Reviewed Books

“The story line is fast paced...fans will relish learning the Secrets of Harmony

Grove.”
—The Midwest Book Review
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Mindy Starns Clark is the bestselling author of the inspirational Million Dollar Mysteries,
the Smart Chick Mysteries, and three standalone mysteries, as well as the nonfiction
books The House That Cleans Itself and A Pocket Guide to Amish Life. Her novels
include A Penny for Your Thoughts, Don't Take Any Wooden Nickels , A Dime a
Dozen, A Quarter for a Kiss, The Buck Stops Here, The Trouble with Tulip, Blind Dates
Can Be Murder, Elementary, My Dear Watkins, Whispers of the Bayou, Shadows of
Lancaster County, and Under the Cajun Moon. Her next mystery, Secrets of Harmony
Grove, will be released in October 2010.

Mindy is also the author of numerous plays and musicals which have been performed all
over the United States. She has written textbooks, articles, short stories, and more than 75
computer software manuals. Other writings appear in the anthologies What the Wind
Picked Up (Inspirational Fiction), Death Knell V (Mystery Fiction), Divine Secrets of the
Yahweh Sisterhood (Inspirational Anthology), and A Novel Idea (Inspirational
Nonfiction).

A former singer and stand-up comedian, Mindy lives with her husband and two teenage
daughters near Valley Forge, PA. She enjoys speaking to churches, civic groups, and
libraries across the country. Her unique blend of humor and insight make her an audience
favorite.
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Author Interview

Kim Ford Interviews Our Featured Cover Author
-Mindy Starns Clark

Courtesy of Christian Fiction Online Magazine:

Your journey to publication was one of dedication and lots of alternate jobs from
travel agent to floral delivery girl. Tell us a little about that journey and why it was
so easy for you to stay dedicated to becoming published?

Easy? No. Driven? Yes. | think | was just one of those people who was born to write and
never really had any choice in the matter. Truth be told, I can’t not write.

In college, | wanted to be a writer, but | wasn’t sure which of my three biggest fantasies I
wanted to come true first: New York Times best-selling novel, Broadway musical, or
Academy Award for Best Original Screenplay. Believe it or not, | assumed that at least
one of these would be a given by age twenty-five—at the very latest. Boy, did | have a lot
to learn. My first year out of college working as a freelance writer, | sold exactly one
article—which paid all of $75.

Realizing that my fantasies might not happen as quickly as | had planned, | surrendered
to the notion of a “regular job” and took a position as a travel agent. I needed the money,
I'loved to travel, and I figured as a writer it wouldn’t hurt to see the world, especially at a
discount. Fortunately, the work itself turned out to be a lot of fun, and the travel benefits
were incredible. I continued to submit my writings on the side, but I still wasn’t selling
more than the occasional small piece.

In 1987, I moved to New Jersey to get married. Tired of the travel business by that point,
| took a job at a computer software company, in the marketing department, where | wrote
promotional materials and advertising copy, and later moving over to the technical
writing department, where | eventually wrote and/or edited more than seventy-five
computer software manuals.

In my off hours | was still trying to get published, and when one of my scripts won a
major contest, | decided to refocus my freelance efforts toward scriptwriting—a great
decision. A couple in our church put on many of the plays I was writing. Once my scripts
had been performed and refined, | began submitting them for publication in the church
and school market. Much to my astonishment, | finally started getting acceptances rather
than rejections!

| was about twenty-seven when | held my first published one-act play in my hands. It

wasn’t exactly my biggest dream come true, but it was still quite thrilling. Though my
plays and musicals continued to sell, I still didn’t have much luck with other kinds of

writing.



When my husband and I started our family, | pushed my writing to the back burner, as
much as | could. Though I dearly love being a full-time mom—and that had always been
an far bigger dream of mine than being a writer—when the kids were little some days |
felt like a roiling mass of pent-up creativity. God bless my husband, when he could see
that happening, he would always take over on the home front and send me off alone to
write. When we moved to the Philadelphia area, he encouraged me to go to writer’s
conferences, which ended up being absolutely essential to my future as a novelist. (If you
want to be a writer, get yourself to a good writer’s conference.)

Money was tight in those early years, so once the kids were in school, | took my share of
part-time work to help pay the bills. That’s where the delivery jobs came in. Still
freelance writing in my spare time, 1 used the skills I was learning at conferences to try
my hand at several “practice” novels. Each one was a little better than the one before, but
none of them were good enough to publish.

Back then, I had never heard of Christian fiction. All I knew was that the lead characters
in these practice novels were falling flat, and deep inside | began to wonder if that was
because I hadn’t included any spiritual components with their characterizations. God was
at the center of my life; couldn’t He be at the center of my heroines’ lives as well? |
decided to give it a shot, even though I hadn’t a clue whether I would ever be able to sell
such a thing or not.

Once I included Him in my work, He began moving mountains! Creatively, I felt like |
was on fire, and by the time | had finished that manuscript, A Penny for Your Thoughts, |
thought it was good enough to try to sell.

Sure enough, A Penny for Your Thoughts—number one in a five-book series called the
Million Dollar Mysteries—ended up being my very first published novel. It came out
twenty years after I’d graduated from college. Though it certainly hadn’t been easy to
continue writing for such a long time, in retrospect I wouldn’t change even a single
minute of my journey. God had His hand on all of it, and even now I’m still finding new
ways that He continues to redeem that time.

Your books are primarily mysteries, but you have also published nonfiction titles.
How do you switch genres so easily? Which is your favorite? Most satisfying?

Writing fiction is fun but incredibly difficult, while writing nonfiction is easy but after a
while can become tedious. That’s why I love being able to switch back and forth between
the two. Sometimes I just can’t write another novel. So I’ll do a nonfiction—and have a
great time doing it—but when it’s finished I’'m tired of it and ready for fiction again. The
two types of writing really do pull from the opposite sides of my brain, so it’s nice to
alternate once in a while, much like cross-training for an athlete.



How does writing plays and musicals differ from novel writing? How did you learn
the craft?

The “pre-work,” if you will, of laying out the plot and the characters for a play is much
the same as that for a novel. But when it comes to the writing, it’s very different. For me,
playwriting is far easier, as if the lines jump straight from my brain to the page. I can
pump out the rough draft of a play in far less time than | could write the same number of
words in a novel format. Not sure why that is. Bizarre, huh?

You have recently begun a series set in the Amish community, another switch in
genre. Tell us how the idea for this series was born.

We live in Pennsylvania not too far from Lancaster County and have visited the area for
years. | was always curious about the Amish, and eventually | found myself wanting to
explore their world through fiction. When pitching some new mystery novel ideas, |
included one set in Amish country. My publisher loved the idea, and that book became
Shadows of Lancaster County, my first Amish-related mystery.

My brain was ready for a break from fiction by then, so with some trepidation, | agreed
to give it a try. | took a far more personal approach, slowly getting to know members of
the Amish community and learning from them firsthand. Not only did | meet some
delightful people, but I developed a tremendous respect for their faith walk. In the end,
writing A Pocket Guide to Amish Life was both deeply rewarding and great fun. By the
time it was finished, I felt much more confident in my knowledge of the Amish and ready
to write more about them in fiction and nonfiction.

In college, | took classes on many different types of writing (short stories, poetry, etc.),
but my university did not have a single class on playwriting, despite the fact that they had
a thriving theater department. In my senior year, | complained to the dean, and much to
my surprise he offered to let me create my own course in the subject. In the end, | was
given a textbook on playwriting, a syllabus, and three professors! One was an expert in
directing, one in set design, and one in acting. Alternating between the three, | met with
one of them each week for a semester, doing my assignments and working through the
textbook between teaching sessions. My final exam was to turn in a full-length play. I’1l
always be grateful to Clemson University for agreeing to accommodate me in that way,
and to the three professors who so generously worked with me to teach me their craft.

Can you tell us about your latest project? What about it excites you most?

I am having so much fun with this new series, The Women of Lancaster County. Book
one, The Amish Midwife, is my first non-mystery fiction, cowritten with Leslie Gould.

We’re both really pleased with how The Amish Midwife turned out, and we’ve just
finished putting the final touches on the next book in the series, The Amish Nanny, which



will be released in July. After two books, | guess you could say we’ve become somewhat
of a lean, mean writing machine. It’s a real hoot, some of the most enjoyable work I’ve
ever done. | never thought of writing as a lonely profession, but once

| got a coauthor I discovered what a pleasure it was to have someone going through it
along with me, step by step, sharing both the burdens and the joys.

Speaking of joys, Leslie and | got some big news yesterday when we found out that that
The Amish Midwife is currently #1 on the ECPA best-seller list! So I guess you could
say that what excites me most is that people seem to enjoy reading it as much as we
enjoyed writing it. That’s incredibly rewarding.

You are the mother of two daughters. Do either of them share your love for writing?
What do they think of your books?

Emily is a junior in college with a double major in English and theology. She is an
amazing writer, far better than | was at her age, and a very gifted editor as well. She
tutors students in the college’s writing lab, works as a proofreader for the school
newspapet, and is a writing fellow for the communications department. Yet she’s not
nearly as ambitious as | was and has no big dreams of penning best-selling novels or
Broadway musicals or Oscar-winning screenplays. She may end up doing all three, of
course, but she isn’t driven like I was.

Lauren is a freshman in college, hasn’t yet declared a major, but seems more interested in
business or science than in English. She’s an excellent writer, especially in factual or
journalistic-type endeavors, but she doesn’t enjoy the process of writing at all, especially
not fiction. Weaving a story with words is definitely not her idea of a good time! Still,
she’s a great source of help for my writing, frequently providing me with character
names, opening sentences, or whatever other little things I ask for her input on.

Lauren enjoys reading my books and gives me incredibly helpful feedback after each one.
Emily, on the other hand, has a hard time reading them at all—not because she doesn’t
like them but because she can’t seem to separate my stories from me.

What is the most exciting thing God has taught you as you follow Him in your
writing career?

First, absolutely nothing along the way was wasted because He can use it all. Hindsight is
20/20, of course, but when I look back at my life and all of the various jobs | had along
the way, | can see how He has used every single one of them to help my current career.

Second, the more | can take myself out of the picture, the more He can use me. When |
surrendered my heroines to Him, He blessed me with publication. When | started
surrendering my entire books to Him, He blessed me with a widening audience. It may



have taken a long time to get here, but I am thankful that none of this happened the way |
wanted it to! God’s timing really is the best timing. After all, only He can see the “big
picture” of our lives. Only He knows what we truly need, exactly when we need it.

Even now, it seems the more | surrender the more | receive—though often in ways |
didn’t expect at all. And isn’t that how He always works? I’d always thought the most
exciting thing in the world would be to have a best seller, when in fact it is far more
thrilling to hear from a reader whose life has been impacted in some way because of
something | wrote. Having a Broadway musical would be a kick, but no way could that
ever compare with the deeply rewarding relationships I have developed within the
Christian publishing industry. And there’s no award in the world—not even an Academy
Award for Best Original Screenplay—that could begin to feel as good as the sweet look
of pride on my husband’s face when he interacts with my fans, or the tears in my
daughter’s eyes when she finishes one of my books and says how much it moved her.
What God had in mind for me was far better than anything I ever could have envisioned.
| just had to get out of the way in order to realize it.

Do you have any words of encouragement you’d like to share with others who are
on their own journey to publication?

Stick with it, hone your craft, and be patient—but most of all surrender your talents to
Him. Work hard at learning and improving and giving your very best effort, but trust Him
to take your writing exactly where He wants it to go, in the timing that He desires for
you. Truly, what He has in mind for you is way better than anything you could ever
dream up for yourself. I'm so glad I finally figured that out, even if I did have to learn it
the hard way.

Courtesy of Christian Fiction Online Magazine:
http://www.christianfictiononlinemagazine.com/apr-11-best_interview.html



Discussion Questions

1.

10.

The grove is an important part of the story. Did you feel a real sense of place
when Sienna was there? 1. If so, how do you think that was accomplished?

It’s obvious from the first chapter that Sienna has scars inside and out from an
incident in her past. 2. When that incident is finally described, does that seem to
come at the correct point in the story? Should it have come sooner? Later? How
do you feel when a significant part of a character’s past is withheld for too long—
or revealed too soon?

Liesl says that she is like a kite and her husband is the string. Did this analogy
resonate with you? 3. Which of these two might you and your spouse/significant
other be, if either?

The epic poem The Metamorphoses is about unrequited love. How did this
parallel the relationship 4. between Abe and Daphne? Between Sienna and Heath?

In one of Daphne’s poems, she condemns those who looked away during the
Holocaust, saying 5. they were as guilty as those who actively participated. Do
you agree? How did that parallel Sienna’s experience from ten years before?

In the story, Sienna chooses between Heath and Mike. Were you happy with her
final choice? How do 6. you feel about the saying “opposites attract”? In what
ways should a successful couple be alike and in what ways can they be opposites?

At one point, Sienna muses that she’s more like her grandfather than she had
previously realized. Do 7. you agree? In what ways are they similar, and in what
ways are they different?

What is your stance on nonviolence and turning the other cheek? How tolerant are
you of Christians 8. who take the opposite position? Has your opinion been
changed at all by reading this book?

As you read the story, did you think the diamonds had already been found? If not,
where did you think 9. they were hidden?

This book deals with a number of weighty topics. In spite of that, when you were
finished, did you feel 10. uplifted? Why or why not?

Courtesy of Harvest House Publishers



